
ARTS EDUCATION 
 

Curriculum Map Sample Performance Tasks 
Grade 3 

 
RELATIONSHIPS 

 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that shows the relationship between Native Indians and the land on which 
they live. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that represents the relationship between matter and energy in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that represents the relationships among structures of life in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that represents the relationship among the sun, moon, and stars in science. 
 

STANDARDS 
 

DANCE MUSIC THEATRE VISUAL ARTS 
2.1 Create and 
perform complex 
improvised movement 
patterns, dance 
sequences, and 
studies. 

1.2 Read, write, and 
perform pentatonic 
patterns, using 
solfège. 

2.1 Participate in 
cooperative script 
writing or 
improvisations that 
incorporate the Five 
Ws.1  

2.1 Explore ideas for 
art in a personal 
sketchbook. 

2.5 Perform dances to 
communicate 
personal meaning, 
using focus and 
expression. 

4.2 Create 
developmentally 
appropriate 
movements to 
express pitch, tempo, 
form, and dynamics. 

5.2 Develop problem-
solving and 
communication skills 
by participating 
collaboratively in 
theatrical 
experiences. 

2.3 Paint or draw a 
landscape, seascape, 
or cityscape that 
shows the illusion of 
space. 

   2.6 Create an original 
work of art 



emphasizing rhythm 
and movement, using 
a selected printing 
process. 

 
 

CAUSE AND EFFECT 
 

Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that shows how time has changed a community. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that represents cause and effect connected to matter and energy in 
science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that represents a cause and effect connection in a life structure in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that represents a cause and effect connection among the sun, moon, and 
stars in science. 
 

STANDARDS 
 

DANCE MUSIC THEATRE VISUAL ARTS 
2.2 Improvise and 
select multiple 
possibilities to solve a 
given movement 
problem (e.g., find 
four different ways to 
combine a turn, 
stretch, and jump). 

2.4 Create short 
rhythmic and melodic 
phrases in question-
and-answer form. 

2.1 Participate in 
cooperative script 
writing or 
improvisations that 
incorporate the Five 
Ws. 

2.4 Create a work of 
art based on the 
observation of objects 
and scenes in daily 
life, emphasizing 
value changes. 

2.8 Create, memorize, 
and perform original 
movement sequences 
with a partner or a 
small group. 

4.2 Create 
developmentally 
appropriate 
movements to 
express pitch, tempo, 
form, and dynamics. 

5.1 Use problem-
solving and 
cooperative skills to 
dramatize a story or a 
current event from 
another content area, 

2.5 Create an 
imaginative clay 
sculpture based on an 
organic form. 



with emphasis on the 
Five Ws. 

 
CHANGE 

 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that shows changes in our local resources. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that shows change as it is connected to matter and energy in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that shows change as it is connected to a life structure in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a small group to create and 
perform/share a dance piece, musical interlude, theatre tableau, or visual art 
work that shows change as it is connected to the sun, moon, and stars in 
science. 
 

STANDARDS 
 

DANCE MUSIC THEATRE VISUAL ARTS 
1.2 Demonstrate the 
ability to start, 
change, and stop 
movement. 

1.3 Identify melody, 
rhythm, harmony, and 
timbre in selected 
pieces of music when 
presented aurally. 

2.1 Participate in 
cooperative script 
writing or 
improvisations that 
incorporate the Five 
Ws. 

2.3 Paint or draw a 
landscape, seascape, 
or cityscape that 
shows the illusion of 
space. 

1.3 Perform short 
movement problems, 
emphasizing the 
element of 
force/energy (e.g., 
swing, melt, explode, 
quiver). 

2.2 Sing age-
appropriate songs 
from memory, 
including rounds, 
partner songs, and 
ostinatos. 

5.1 Use problem-
solving and 
cooperative skills to 
dramatize a story or a 
current event from 
another content area, 
with emphasis on the 
Five Ws. 

2.4 Create a work of 
art based on the 
observation of objects 
and scenes in daily 
life, emphasizing 
value changes. 

1.4 Expand the ability 
to incorporate spatial 
and time concepts in 
movement problems 

2.3 Play rhythmic and 
melodic ostinatos on 
classroom 
instruments. 

 4.1 Compare and 
contrast selected 
works of art and 
describe them, using 



(e.g., select and 
combine three 
locomotor movements 
traveling in three 
different pathways 
and using three 
different tempos). 

appropriate 
vocabulary of art. 

 3.4 Identify 
differences and 
commonalities in 
music from various 
cultures. 

  

 4.2 Create 
developmentally 
appropriate 
movements to 
express pitch, tempo, 
form, and dynamics. 

  

 
 ********************************************************** 

 
Grade 4 

 
RELATIONSHIPS 

 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows the relationships among different groups of 
people in early California. 
 
OR 
 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows the relationship between magnetism and 
electricity in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows the relationship of living things to their 
environment in science. 
 
 
OR 
 



Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows the relationship between two earth solids in 
science. 
 

STANDARDS 
 

DANCE MUSIC THEATRE VISUAL ARTS 
2.1 Create, develop, 
and memorize set 
movement patterns 
and sequences. 

2.3 Compose and 
improvise simple 
rhythmic and melodic 
patterns on classroom 
instruments. 

2.1 Demonstrate the 
emotional traits of a 
character through 
gesture and action. 

2.6 Use the 
interaction between 
positive and negative 
space expressively in 
a work of art. 

2.2 Improvise 
extended movement 
phrases. 

 5.3 Exhibit team 
identity and 
commitment to 
purpose when 
participating in 
theatrical 
experiences. 

5.1 Select a 
nonobjective painting, 
work in small groups 
to interpret it through 
dance/movement, and 
then write a 
paragraph reporting 
on the arts 
experience. 

   5.3 Construct 
diagrams, maps, 
graphs, timelines, and 
illustrations to 
communicate ideas or 
tell a story about a 
historical event. 

 
CAUSE AND EFFECT 

 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows an example of cause and effect related to 
California gaining statehood. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows cause and effect related to magnetism and 
electricity in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 



expressive visual art work that shows cause and effect related to living things 
and their environment in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows cause and effect related to two earth solids 
in science. 
 

STANDARDS 
 

DANCE MUSIC THEATRE VISUAL ARTS 
2.4 Create a dance 
study that has a 
beginning, a middle, 
and an end. Review, 
revise, and refine. 

1.3 Read, write, and 
perform rhythmic 
notation, including 
sixteenth notes, 
dotted notes, and 
syncopation (e.g., 
eighth/quarter/eighth 
note and eighth-
rest/quarter/eighth 
note). 

2.1 Demonstrate the 
emotional traits of a 
character through 
gesture and action. 

2.6 Use the 
interaction between 
positive and negative 
space expressively in 
a work of art. 

2.6 Perform 
improvised movement 
and dance studies 
with focus and 
expression. 

3.1 Explain the 
relationship between 
music and events in 
history. 

5.1 Dramatize events 
in California history. 

5.3 Construct 
diagrams, maps, 
graphs, timelines, and 
illustrations to 
communicate ideas or 
tell a story about a 
historical event. 

  5.2 Use improvisation 
and dramatization to 
explore concepts in 
other content areas. 

 

 
CHANGE 

 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows an example of change related to the 
development of early government in California. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows in relation to magnetism and electricity in 
science. 
 



OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows change in relation to environments in 
science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with a partner or small group to create 
and perform/share a dance study, musical pattern, theatre improvisation, or 
expressive visual art work that shows change as related to earth solids in 
science. 
 

STANDARDS 
 

DANCE MUSIC THEATRE VISUAL ARTS 
2.2 Improvise 
extended movement 
phrases. 

1.1 Read, write, and 
perform melodic 
notation for simple 
songs in major keys, 
using solfège. 

2.1 Demonstrate the 
emotional traits of a 
character through 
gesture and action. 

2.7 Use contrast (light 
and dark) 
expressively in an 
original work of art. 

3.3 Perform and 
describe dances that 
reflect the 
geographical place in 
which the dances are 
performed (e.g., 
deserts, rain forests, 
islands). 

5.2 Integrate several 
art disciplines (dance, 
music, theatre, or the 
visual arts) into a well-
organized 
presentation or 
performance. 

5.1 Dramatize events 
in California history. 

2.8 Use 
complementary colors 
in an original 
composition to show 
contrast and 
emphasis. 

  5.2 Use improvisation 
and dramatization to 
explore concepts in 
other content areas. 

5.3 Construct 
diagrams, maps, 
graphs, timelines, and 
illustrations to 
communicate ideas or 
tell a story about a 
historical event. 

 
 

************************************************* 
 

Grade 5 
 

RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows the relationship between 
geography and the people who live in that region. 



 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows a relationship between 
mixtures and solutions in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows a relationship among or 
within living systems in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows a relationship between 
water and planet in science. 
 
 

STANDARDS 
 

DANCE MUSIC THEATRE VISUAL ARTS 
1.4 Incorporate the 
principles of variety, 
contrast, and unity 
with dance studies. 

1.1 Read, write, and 
perform simple 
melodic notation in 
treble clef in major 
and minor keys. 

2.1 Participate in 
improvisational 
activities to explore 
complex ideas and 
universal themes in 
literature and life. 

2.1 Use one-point 
perspective to create 
the illusion of space. 

2.6 Demonstrate 
cooperation, 
collaboration, and 
empathy in working 
with partners and in 
groups (e.g., 
leading/following, 
mirroring, 
calling/responding, 
echoing, opposing). 

1.3 Read, write, and 
perform rhythmic 
notation, including 
quarter-note triplets 
and tied syncopation. 

2.3 Collaborate as an 
actor, director, 
scriptwriter, or 
technical artist in 
creating formal or 
informal theatrical 
performances. 

2.2 Create gesture 
and contour 
observational 
drawings. 

 2.1 Sing a varied 
repertoire of music, 
including rounds, 
descants, and songs 
with ostinatos and 
songs in two-part 
harmony, by oneself 

5.1 Use theatrical 
skills to dramatize 
events and concepts 
from other curriculum 
areas, such as 
reenacting the signing 
of the Declaration of 

2.5 Assemble a found 
object sculpture (as 
assemblage) or a 
mixed media two-
dimensional 
composition that 
reflects unity and 



and with others. Independence in 
history social science. 

harmony and 
communicates a 
theme. 

 
CAUSE AND EFFECT 

 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows cause and effect in 
relation to America before and after the American Revolution.  
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows cause and effect in 
relation to mixtures and solutions in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows cause and effect related 
to living systems in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows cause and effect in 
relation to water and planet in science. 
 

STANDARDS 
 

DANCE MUSIC THEATRE VISUAL ARTS 
1.3 Demonstrate a 
greater dynamic 
range in movement 
utilizing space, time, 
and force/ energy 
concepts. 

1.1 Read, write, and 
perform simple 
melodic notation in 
treble clef in major 
and minor keys. 

2.1 Participate in 
improvisational 
activities to explore 
complex ideas and 
universal themes in 
literature and life. 

2.1 Use one-point 
perspective to create 
the illusion of space. 

2.4 Demonstrate 
principles of opposing 
weight and 
force/energy, balance 
and counterbalance, 
or cantilever. 

1.3 Read, write, and 
perform rhythmic 
notation, including 
quarter-note triplets 
and tied syncopation. 

2.3 Collaborate as an 
actor, director, 
scriptwriter, or 
technical artist in 
creating formal or 
informal theatrical 
performances. 

2.4 Create an 
expressive abstract 
composition based on 
real objects. 



 2.3 Compose, 
improvise, and 
perform basic 
rhythmic, melodic, 
and chordal patterns 
independently on 
classroom 
instruments. 

5.1 Use theatrical 
skills to dramatize 
events and concepts 
from other curriculum 
areas, such as 
reenacting the signing 
of the Declaration of 
Independence in 
history social science. 

2.7 Communicate 
values, opinions, or 
personal insights 
through an original 
work of art. 

 
CHANGE 

 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows a change caused by the  
Westward Movement. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows change in relation to 
mixtures and solutions in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows change related to living 
systems in science. 
 
OR 
 
Using the art form you are studying, work with an ensemble to create and 
perform/share a dance study using form, improvised musical patterns, a theatre 
scene, or an expressive visual composition that shows change in relation to 
water and planet in science. 
 

STANDARDS 
 

DANCE MUSIC THEATRE VISUAL ARTS 
2.1 Create, memorize, 
and perform complex 
sequences of 
movement with 
greater focus, 
force/energy, and 
intent. 

1.1 Read, write, and 
perform simple 
melodic notation in 
treble clef in major 
and minor keys. 

2.1 Participate in 
improvisational 
activities to explore 
complex ideas and 
universal themes in 
literature and life. 

2.1 Use one-point 
perspective to create 
the illusion of space. 



2.2 Invent multiple 
possibilities to solve a 
given movement 
problem and analyze 
problem-solving 
strategies and 
solutions. 

1.3 Read, write, and 
perform rhythmic 
notation, including 
quarter-note triplets 
and tied syncopation. 

2.3 Collaborate as an 
actor, director, 
scriptwriter, or 
technical artist in 
creating formal or 
informal theatrical 
performances. 

2.6 Use perspective in 
an original work of art 
to create a real or 
imaginary scene. 

 4.1 Identify and 
analyze differences in 
tempo and dynamics 
in contrasting music 
selections. 

5.1 Use theatrical 
skills to dramatize 
events and concepts 
from other curriculum 
areas, such as 
reenacting the signing 
of the Declaration of 
Independence in 
history social science. 

2.7 Communicate 
values, opinions, or 
personal insights 
through an original 
work of art. 

 
 


